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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT 

This Contract is hereby made and entered into by and bet\veen the Provisional Government of Santa 
Teresa, NM, a domestic non-profit corporation of the State of New Mexico and Mary Gonzalez, individually 
(hereinafter "PGOST and Gonzalez") with NM Local Government Law, LLC (11ereinafter "Contractor"). 
For good and valuable consideration, the parties agree as follows. 

I. Scope of Work. Contractor shall provide contract legal services for the PGOST and Gonzalez including
legal representation, consultation, and advice in the appeal and related legal proceedings of the Decision
of the Board of County Commissioners of Dona Ana County entered on July 13, 2021 denying
PGOST's Petition for Incorporation of a Municipality. The legal services shall be directed by PGOST
and Gonzalez, or their designee.

2. Compensation. PGOST and Gonzalez shall pay Contractor for all services under this Contract including
New Mexico gross receipts tax ( GRT), at hourly rates and expense reimbursement rates set out in detail
as follows:

1. Hourly Rate: Senior Attorney: $140.00 
Junior Attorney: $125.00 
Paralegal: $75.00 
Travel at the hourly rate plus costs of .56 cents per mile 

2. Costs: all necessary costs such as copies, travel expenses on a per diem basis, and
filing fees.

Contractor, after providing services, shall invoice PGOST and Gonzalez by delivering an itemized 
invoice for services delivered by date, description, and time to the PGOST and Gonzalez at the address 
described below. Within 15 days of receipt of an invoice, PGOST and Gonzalez shall either certify the 
invoice to for payment or notify Contractor of any defect in the invoice or the work. Within 30 days of 
receipt of certification for payment, PGOST and Gonzalez shall tender payment to Contractor. If 
payment is by mail, the date of tender shall be the postmark date. If PGOST and Gonzalez have 
tendered a Retainer to the Contractor, the Retainer shall be held in Trust until an invoice has been sent 
and there are no reported issues with the work or the invoice within 15 days of receipt. Once the invoice 
is thereby accepted as valid and due and owing, the amount of the invoice shall be paid from the 
Contractor's Trust Account into Contractor's General Account at any time after the. l61h day from the 
date of billing. 

3. Term. This Contract shall be effective from the date last signed by all parties through December 3 I,
2023, unless terminated or extended pursuant to its tenns.

4. Renewal. PGOST and Gonzalez shall have the right, but not the obligation, to extend this Contract if
necessary, on the same terms and conditions, including compensation, as exist for the current term and
provide Contractor with notice of renewal prior to the end of the current term or any subsequent term.

5. Termination.
The Parties may terminate the Contract with or without cause at any time in their sole discretion by
giving written notice to the other party of termination, which shall occur no less than 30 calendar days
after the date of notice and shall specify the effective date thereof. In any termination by Contractor,
the legal services required by the PGOST and Gonzalez shall obligate the Contractor to continue to
perform services under the terms of the contract past the 30-day termination period if satisfactol)'
arrangements have not yet been made for PGOST and Gonzalez legal services.

Termination shall be by written notice that shall be hand delivered or mailed (certified mail, return
receipt requested). If notice is by mail, the effective date of notice will be deemed to be three (3)
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